Blue Crab Fun Bunch at Country Acres Campground, Gordonville, PA
Shirley and I set out on Thursday, August 21, 2014 for Country Acres campground at Gordonville, PA, about 9
miles East of Lancaster, PA. The trip took us three hours on Interstate 83 and dual-lane highways. We had
eleven rigs attending. Most of our sites were grouped together at the west of the campground on open grass
with plenty of nearby shade trees.

The campground office was nicely landscaped as well as the rest of the grounds.

Rocks and flowers were here, there, and everywhere.

This rig from Canada was really tricked out with Vinyl decals.
Thursday night we went out to The Plain and Fancy restaurant on Old Philadelphia Pike, Route 340, in Bird-inHand, PA. Linda W., Shirley and I had Amish Chicken Pot Pie. Food ratings ranged from fair to good. Prices
were reasonable and they could handle large groups; worth another visit. Plain and Fancy also featured Amish
buggy rides during the day. After dinner we drove back to the campground, walked around and talked, just
relaxing.
On Friday morning we walked over to the gift shop and vegetable stand adjacent to the campground. The old
farmstead barn had been converted into a gift shop. One room featured thousands of lawn flags. The barn
was constructed of stone and heavy hand-hewn timbers. Huge shade trees provided a tranquil setting in an
otherwise commercial area.

Eve and Shirley checkout the Amish gift shop at the campground entrance.

Linda W. looks over the merchandise outside the old barn now converted to a gift shop.

Beams in the loft of the old barn/gift shop at the campground entrance. Even though this barn was built in the
late 1800s note the electrical wiring and florescent lights added for the tourists.

More beams in the old barn.

Woodcut on the door of an Amish-made storage cabinet at the gift shop.

Backside of the woodcut above.

Bob S., Shirley, Ken W., Linda W., Di and Greg relax in the shade of one of the huge Maple trees after shopping
in the old barn gift shop.

Shirley, Joe and Darlene discuss religion and politics at Leslie’s campsite.
Friday afternoon Ken W. had to get a new tire for his rig. Pine Hill Trailer Sales was adjacent to the
campground and did a quick road call. They brought a heavy duty jack and removed the tire and rim with an
impact wrench; took the wheel back to their shop; replaced the old tire with a new one; and reinstalled the
wheel, all in less than a half hour. That was some speedy service.
Friday evening we went out to the Shady Maple Smorgasbord at East Earl, PA, about twelve miles away. The
building was huge, seating capacity was 1,000 persons. We had no waiting for a seat. You simply could not
eat just a taste of all the hundreds of items on the buffet. Everything was delicious. According to Richard:
“Out of this world.” After dinner we toured the gift shop downstairs, all 41,000 square feet of it. You could
easily spend a day just walking the isles.

This is a small detail of a large diorama in the lobby of the Shady Maple Smorgasbord. This scene depicts the
travel mode used to settle central and western Pennsylvania in the early 1800s. As soon as you left settled
areas in the east, there were no roads to the western part of the state. There were 16 of these dioramas in
the restaurant showing early Pennsylvania scenes from 1790 to 1860.

On tour Saturday morning at a quilt shop on an Amish farm house, Di, Mary, Linda W., Eve and Gail take in the
quilts shown by the Amish lady proprietor. She said that she had twenty Amish ladies in the neighborhood
that made the quilts and other apparel on display that she sold in her shop. The little French boy between Di
and Mary was on the tour also with his family from Quebec. Several window air conditioning units were in the
windows of the Amish farm house. The Amish lady did not want me to take her picture. Electricity,
computerized inventory, air-flush toilets, cash register with credit card readers and no personal pictures:
Interesting contrast. The lady working the checkout was also our bus driver. She was a cousin of the Amish
lady running the shop.

Here is a large two-story Amish candle shop on another stop on the tour. The Amish ladies here make the
candles for this shop and for several other shops in the area. Most of the other wares are made in China.

Gail, Greg and Debbie try the ice cream at the Amish candle shop.

This is an air motor powering a ceiling fan in another Amish two-story gift shop on our tour. Several tour
busses stopped while we were there. I asked what powered the air compressor for the fan motors. The
Amish lady behind the counter said there was a Diesel engine in one of the barns about 200 yards away that
supplied compressed air for the milking machines for the cows and an air pipe was also run over to the shop
for the fans. Their house appliances also used compressed air motors. They pumped drinking water from
their artesian well with compressed air. The starter for the Diesel engine used compressed air.

Joe displays his new Amish bonnet after a stop at a gift shop.

After the Amish tour most of us walked over to the Bird-In-Hand Buffet restaurant for lunch. Everything was
delicious. According to Richard “It was out of this world.” We enjoyed talking over our shared experiences on
the morning Amish tour. After lunch we went to the Bird-in-Hand stage theater for a presentation of HalfStitched, a musical about a group of misfit students attending a weekend quilting class conducted by an Amish
widow and her Amish boyfriend widower. The play had beautiful music and songs sung solo, duets, trios, fourpart and six-part harmony. The acting was superb with comedy, sad tradigy, mystery, drama and just plain
entertainment constantly moving right along.

Shirley poses after Half-Stitched with professional actors Christopher Mauro playing Paul, an ex-Marine with
PTSD from Afghanistan, and Joshua Lehman playing Lamar, the Amish widower and master quilt maker. Chris
has numerous stage and film credits. He is the voice of Big Bad Wolf in Shrek. Joshua has extensive stage
credits including Abu-bibi in Joseph at the Sight and Sound Theatre.
Returning back to the campground after Half-Stitched, Greg and Jim C. discovered the hitch end of Ken and
Linda W. rig smoking. They found the break-away switch had failed and was shorting out to the rig frame. By
the time Ken W. arrived they had disconnected the wires and made a temporary fix good enough to get home.
Nice to have knowledgeable friends looking out for you.

We had a snack and desert Saturday evening at the campground pavilion followed by a BCFB business
meeting.

The BCFB Holiday Party Committee of Mary G., Leslie H., Kat, Joe S. and DI meet after the regular business
meeting.

Pot luck breakfast spread on Sunday morning.

Bob S. makes yummy pancakes for the Blue Crab Fun Bunch on Sunday morning at the pavilion.

Richard offers grace before our last meal at the pavilion on Sunday morning before hitting the road to go
home. Joe still enjoys his orange Amish bonnet
Next outing will be September 19-21, 2014, at Frontier Town, Berlin, MD, near Ocean City, MD. One feature
for the weekend is the Sun Fest Art and Craft Show at the Board Walk plaza with hundreds of vendors and
food stands. Bus transportation to and from the show is provided free by the campground. Take the bus and
avoid the ten dollar downtown Ocean City parking fee.
Sid
PS: Birthdays for Blue Crab Fun Bunch members: Bob C. – 9/13, Pat D. – 10/4, Hatti B. – 10/16, Cheryl H. –
10/20, Gail K. – 10/22

